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Sir: 
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In the Office Action dated April 1 1 , 200 1 , the Examiner stated that the IDS filed 
November 13, 1998 failed to comply with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) because a concise explanation 
of the relevance of the EP 0 491 976 Al reference was not provided. The U.S. counterpart of the 
German language EP 0 491 976 Al reference issued on May 10, 1994 as U.S. Patent No. 
5,3 10,698. Applicant submits that the '698 patent provides the necessary explanation of the 
German language EP 0 491 976 Al reference that was listed on the IDS. Therefore, it is 
respectfully requested that the Examiner consider both the German language EP 0 491 976 Al 
reference and the corresponding '698 patent. For the Examiner's convenience, a copy of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,310,698 is attached. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May_L, 2003 



By: 




Stephen Bongini 
Registration No. 40,917 
Attorney for Applicant • 
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